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ACIO{OT/],8!G}/m{! S AND I]'ITRONUCIION

3ased. on its record of research and production of historical plaques and.
roonullents, l96t-8o, Squibob Chapter, n Clanpus Vitus, was asked. 1n Septerober,
1!80, to take on the backlog of umarked and 1i6ht1y researched sites already
regi-stered and nurnbered. by the State of California, in San Diego end Irnperial
Cor:nties. There were hrenty-eight on the 1ist, nary dating fron !))2 lrhen an
act of the Legislature (19JI) had asked counties to desi5ri te historically
inportant sites. Squibob took the whole list. In the past eJ.ghteen years ire
have guccessfully rerooved thirteen froro the 1980 list. 'lie have also researched
and plaqued three sites previously unreglsteredl as well as four 'rpoints of
historicel interest"--places of regional or local j-roportance. Site #49r the
Adobe Chapel of Inmaculate Conception, is the fourteenth of the 1!80 rrcontlact"
so with it lre are "ha1f way. " Ile alread.y have two rnore lor early 1989, and.
two others (one a new site) planned for fall, 1989. Our esrinate is that by
1994-9, the "contract will be compl-eted.

A11 of these have been acconplished with private fund-s r for the backlog cane
as a result of dryi.ng up of public fundj-ni. Plae.ues average $11000 each, and
the monunents, wlth our nxembers supplying almost all of the labor without any
cash paynent, have rul betveen $200 and $1500. Research expensesr too, have
often been significant, and our many booklets have sold at or below cost of
publication. i'le have proven enphatically that ve are interested. in California
and westertr history, and we are doing sonething about this commj.tilcent.

Early ln 1"988 the Gove:nor issued e proclanation honoring histori.cal groups
such as ours. E Clanpus Vi-tus vas coramended for forty plaques since 1980. Ee
of Squibob Chapter--one of about ll chapters in Ca1i.fomia, Nevad.a, and Utah--
have contributed forty per cent of that total. Vie are gratified by the honor.

Our Llonurent Erector, Scott Robertsonr with a varled crew of nenbersr wivest
and children, have constflrcted nonument s and roounted. plaques for roany years.
i?e are proud of their visible contributions. Our nembership and the nany who
have participated in our efforts have contributed about $50r000 in the past
tventy-five years since this chapter was chartered. I'll thout that noney the
State list would stj-I1 be fornidable, since others who had once done this work
seen to have alnost gj-ven up on it.

fhe plaque notes the State Departroent of Parks and Recreationr under which
operates the State Eistorical Resoutces Comraission. lirs. Sandra J. Eldert
Assistant Executive Secretaryl and her staff receive and eheck and ptocees out
app).ications and research carefully. They are then passed. on to the Cororalssiont
two of whose menbers are frorn this county: l,irs. Patricia Co1o8:1e and iiilford
Tayne Donaldson. lle are greteful for their support and evaluations. The County
of San Dlegots Eegineering, Planning, and iiapping Depa.rtnents (especially Don
Gillfe.rther and staff and Ron l,lay ) bave been very helpful. IboD the City of San
Dlego we have received nuch support. The following deserwe special nention:
the staff of the California and llef,spaper Roons of the PubLic Library; the &e-
gineering and ldapplng Division i.n the City Adninigtratlon Building; Jane Eune e
of the City Property nepartnentl l,fa.ureen Stapletonr Deputy Clty l{anager; and
for belng alert to potentlal traffic problens on Site #49, lhe "Special Erentg"
section of the Police Departrnent. The San Diego County Historical Days Assrnl
especially Presldent Dan l,,lcPhersonr has pronpted ug and supp],ied. nuch natelial.
Others of the S. !. E. D. Asstn rith special aid have been lob Ioungr Elizeleth
Beeson, and Joe "Father Ubach Saptized \le !" Eontijo. ("What ao you thj.nk I aBt
^ .'^..- - l-.: l 
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AcruoilLEDGEI,AiTS AND IIiTRoDUCTION (cont. )

Againr Sister Catherine Louise I€ Coste, Archivist of the San lieso Rotran
Catholic Diocese, has supplied helpful naterials. Though she nay not recall
then, the secretary of the ftonaculate Conception Chulch has given me a couple
of very encouraaing conment s.

The San .Diego Aistorical Society, especially l:rry and Jane looth of the
Photo Collection and Research Archives, has been ol substantial heIp. I an
sorry that I vas only able to use one of rheir treasured photos directly--
+ho+ nf +L6 rih-ral ^- j.arch 28, I9tI. It ansvered a host of cuestions. I
aporeciate the help of .A-ny Ross of the Presidio ],Useun for help in locating
a nuch needed. re ference.

llatthess fnternational Coropany, Sun City and ilonoland, did an incredibly fast
but careful job of gettin; the plaque out on Septeraber 16th, the day before the
monuroent party needed 5-t. l{ancy iiiller and. Janice ChTistj-e are assuled t}:at I
will try to allow then enough tine henceforqard so the/ ryill have the tine to
schedule production rrnornally. rl

Turning to indiviciuals beyond these organi2ations, the li-st is cert:inly not
comllete. Dick Ya1e, of the S. D. Union, 01d. Towa, gave ne a good ]ist of "who
to contact'r when I needed a direct line lnto S. D. City governraent. liichael J.
Pallanary of Precision Survey and i,lepping came through tsi-th iteros vhen I needed
then. .Al unnaned aide at Ticor Co. gave me a key to unlocking sone broadly a.nd
confusingly cataloged city naps. l,br1' Haggland, xhose article of Jose ;lntonio
A5'uirre brought that worthy pioneer into sharper focus, contributed rTro re than
she rnay reallge.

On the day of ihe pIa1ue nou:r t i n;-:oonu.nen t buildin,' I tried to reach a most
helpful Clanper friend zho had made a fev insightful connents about the Ad.obe
fl.enel when T nAAdod i1-6h nl- o --a.'i ^tr. A-.' T s-^ +^1/r rr T.i- h-^-^r -d--. rr r^arrs pr:'tvu> vdJ t t n4o uv.ur ufu ^e4Drvu dnaJ.
hi-s fe1lov Clampers say, rrJin Readin,' has gone to the Golden Hills.'r r,Te are so
grateful to have knorm hin for so 1ong, and that his "ninety-year o1d nindrr was
sharp to the end. .7ith a host of frlends, qe will niss him keenl-y.

EKC



AIOBE CHAPII, OF :fiN Ii,1],LiCU],NT: COI.ICEPTIOI.{

This is not "the definitive llorku on the Ad.obe Cbapel. l,Tork as Squibob
i'l^, n+6- hi ^+^-.:eF ,an61,- la.lo qa /ri-.- ,.d6-l.- ac T ],-n,r ot-n,,ld \e dOne if rZeev g! !,urJ

are io produce "the last vordfi on any subject or site. A few ti.nes I have
cone cl"ose, but then have seen the efforts lirated by others wi-thout e credit
line as to the source of their naterials. Thi-s makes it even nore inportant
for me to 'rdocu-inentrr as vell as possible ny sources, so if errors are made in
tin,e others na.y correct then. That is the pt'inary purpose of footnotes. In
thi.s booklet there are nanyl there should be more.

Ior the State ]Iisto:'ical Resources Connissi.on ve only need to prove that
a site is worthy of recognition. We do not have to exhaust the subject. ilhen
ab1e, after the alplication has been alproved in Sacranento, I try to 'rflesh it
out a little." Unfortunately, there are other applic--tions pending and more to
prepare almost j-ncessantly. (this nonth t"o have been prepared anC subnitred
for the Eistorical Sesourcesr liov. 4th neeting: OId La Playa (and the La !1aya
r .. \Trail ) and lort Yuce- on the Colorado. ) Deadlines are always 'rjust ahead," so
I apologize for the inadequate treatnent of this nost historic site. fKC

The pre-Adobe Chapet -8, -!-9. -l!-E t

Ibon 17r:9 until 1845 the religious needs of San liego were cared for by the
fbanciscp-rs. lhe nission of 1769-74, and its successo? up }lission Valley, 1lJ4-
1845, vas botL a civilizin6 center and a substitute "parish ehurch.t' iather
Vicente ?asc,ua1 Olive (.4ug. l8r4-June 14, f845 )1 was the last raission father.
He feft San Diego in 184/ and was repleced by Rev. Juan Crisotono Holbein, who
arrived. in July, 184!. In the lnterval, chapels in varj,ous houses (lstug,i1lo,
Lachado, and l.1gT:e1 A1varez, for exanlles) served resid.ents and friends. a ?ho
next year, in August, tvo land sales nere nad.e in San Diego which long led to
confusion. Juan irl. l,tarron, Alcalde, sold Lot 1, 3lock 25, to John Brown for $22.
(Unti1 1a70, lots and blocks were frorn the Cave J. Couts survey of 01d Town for
tbe ayuntani.ento or Ton-n Cou:rci1. ) 0n Aug. 24th "the l.€yor and Connon Council,'
deed.ed. Lot 1, ts1ock 88, to four residents "in perpetuityrr for construction of a
Roroan Catholic Church. These sere Rev. Chri.s. Eolbeio, Jose A. Aguirre, Pedro
Jose d.e Ped.rorena, and Juan Bandj.ni. The d.eed stated that "if the above naroed.
persong and their 1awfu1 guccessols sha1l fail to erect saj.d. church wj.thin a
reasonable period., or at eny future tine shall cease to use said 1ot for the pur-
pose ind.icated., then a:rd in that case, the gra.nt shall cease, deternine e.nd.
become absolutely nu11 and voi.d and the ornen.hi- ^r +ha rar -r.ral1. again revert
to the ci ty. rr)

fhough 3lock 25 and Block 88 were different, they were i.n fact adjacent.
Ttre 'rBrbwn lotrt was on Conde Street, on the west corner of Block 25. The "Ho1-
bein 1ot" vas one block aray, on the west corner of Arista and Congress. (Tit"
Ol-d Town blocks and streets run diagonally to t:rue north-south, east-west. )+

Lucy Srown llentrvorth, daughter of John Brorm, eaj.d:
lV father built that 1ittle adobe church on San Diego Avenue. [-Actually,
Conde Street, west of San Diego Avenue.] Ee built it as a house-for his
fanily. Ee had a bowling al1ey near there at one tine, but there rere
not very nany people here and he d.idnrt do very wel1, wlth the bowling
alley. Ee deeded that place to Don Jose Ag'uirre, who gave it to the peo-
ple as a church. .ly perents went on to 1lve in the lonahoe ?lace. 'trhllethe/ Fere living in the 'ichurch'r house, I remenber hearing my nother teII
afte::ward.s, that Joaquin ,iurrietts and bis band cane dovn over the hill
nna nichl !'her chs vas alone in the house--my father was af,ay sOmewhere--

L



and sile heard these nen outside, and she turaed over a chair and
talked to herself in three or four different voices, and finally
they rvent away, thinki.ng there were nirny people in the house. I
was born in the lonahue iiouse, Jan. 7, LBr7.)

If the staterer.r abo'/e is authenric, it seens -"o cl:,ri:.v the con-r,en: that
''llonn never l-ived in the irouse. " ile and his fami.I:r did.

i':eanwhile, lev. iiolbein and oihers laicl the cornerstone on Lot l, 31ock 86,
for a parish church, Sepiernber 29, I85I. 'ifaLls were r.r.j. sed in the nonths vhich
followed. Ilolbein nas a veri consenrati-ve prlest, anci took the risin;,: anti-
Lasonic ful:ii.nations of the ?apacy, and especiall; of lius IX (1845-78) vely
serj-ous1;r. (l'he problens betiyeen lasons ;nd the Church had. been risi:r; slnce
i.:sons, esDeciallir York Ritists, had takcr liberal, pro-j-ndeperaence r anti-
Church stands durin; and after the trbench Revollriion. ) Father Eolbei.n forbade
Catholi-cs :o 60 into the streets $hen a ::asonic parade was 6oing by. Tllese
parades Eere frequent, and the puni s)rnent vas threat of excon;iutlication. J.lsot
he preached aqainst public schools, tel lin.- hi-s flock that the/ must not send
thej.r children to these places. In snort, he made himself obnoxious to those
peolle who had pover ani :roney in 01d lovnr so his canpaign for fur.i.s to i:uild
the new church failed. 3efore 1854 the lot revetted to ihe city. iiolbei.n left
S,n liego in ieDtesbert I85J. - (Eis servi-ces had been helc lr.rSe1y in the chapel
and house of 'rhe istudi]los. )o

Tirn nih,.1. h?,.i 13cic ^6dr^ I a 1 r r^l:_ 1Q(c -- r- '- _i serveu uJ,J _owrrr La))->l \reoro 5a5a11ar; Id)d-Ibo) \Jonn
,..oIinier). (Snythe gives a cj-f ferent sequence: lather Liarincovichr "on17 a iew
days"; .rather .,.einrich; 18J5; tather Jaine Yila, ltlJ; .iather Juan i.lolinier
'rsoon after g Vila1 ". Under i,lolinier a new church was built.

The 'rnen church" rvas not rrbuiltrr u:.rder l,loli-nier. Since Snythe anc ilngel-
hardt the story has been reconstructed. Don Jose .Antonio Aguirrer born oi irench
parents in Sr,"n Sebastian, 3asque area, Spain, 1799, ca"ne to ]len Crleans ;rj-th his
fanily j-n 1SL4. i{e vrent to l,:exico before 15I! and en6-:ged in trade with l.ani.Ia.
Leaving :,lexico, he case to C:.,lifor:nia in 1821. Horever, anti-Spanish prejudices
throughout -:e:{ico led to his return to iiew Crleans in 1825. He becane a U. S.
citizen in January, 18J1. -ten he returled :o California, 1811' and engaged j.n
the hide and talloq trade. lie prospered and built a hone in Santa 3arbala for
his n'ife, ilancj.sca Istudillo of S3n Dj-ego, to vhon he ::as nrarried in 1841r at
3an Luis ley i'ission. kpectin.' their first child, -rrancisca died in Cc'"obert
1342, and was buried in l5ssion Sa:tta 3arbara. Don Jose novei to San Diego.

In 1845, Asrrirre renarried., to IYanciscrrs sister, l'arie Estudi]1o. In
18!2 they noved into a nev hone at T\niggs and Ss.Yt Diego Avenue. l,ie anwhi.le t
he be ce.rne e:lbroiled ir a lengthy lawsuit vith Abel Steams. Noting t]:e fail-
ure of Holbeints cllurch attenot, A.-ui-rre pledgeC to give the pueblo a parish
ch.urch i.f he won the suit. Judge Senjanin layes said the two rich nen would.
ar6ue until both yele j.n thej-: eravesr and il'.at he wi's not 8!ing to be swayed.
by any pledge of Aguirrers about a church. In tinet lon Jose ron. He had been
letting parishioners rneet in his new horoe so was fully anare of the need^. (the
vestrnents anC art work fron a cbapel at the o1C Presidio ani from closed liissj.on
San )iego were in the c3re of Jose :studillor sort of "in the fa:llly. " ) -further,
Fether Juan l'loiinier lived in the A6- -rirre hone after arrival in 1857. Uolinier
at first planned to revj.ve 3ol,beinrs projec: of 1851-5r.
a faster Bay to supnly the parish church.

Don Jose Asuirre found

fhe Adobe Charel, 18 58-187ri :

Sl50 !o John and liartina (de Villar) tsrown
iras recolded on treb. I2lh7 He then spent $5r0OO
a church. on Nov. 2I (or 22) j,t was dedicated.
Vicar anci Adroinistrator of the )iocese of

q

0n !eb. J, 1858r lon Jose gave
to purchase their house. The sale..^,,.^ ^^-"^-.ei this intou\J J.L/r \J\,\J

by "the nost Aeverend I'aiher fu-ho,



fiha n;.,r..o"p nf] "nrtere.. ih +hp :,?.ac^ . vpr- ^1116r.r1< .^4couJ'Se oftvrre,-ueco!-people of various reli8ions. " The church vas "Ced.icated to the lnnaculate
Concepti-on of the :,:ost Slessed Vj-rgin, the rvhich above seniioned Church {as
nad.e at the expense of the nost Christian Don Jose Antonio Aguirre for the
Sreater 6lory of GoC a:,o the ;ood of the faithful of San )i'5o, and be deliv-
ered. in the for:: of a sale lo the .riost lllustrious Anat, lisho! of jionte1'e.'y't

tle said benefactor w:s pronised :hat after h1s death his tody sl,ould rest
rqlthin the s:rj-c Church.'t flte staterent ;vas si8:'Ied by "J. l!li:llelr Curaie. ''8

Tn this Ag:uirre reconstructionr the roof was til'ed. -\f ter the dedicatj-on
"he San liego Guards ... fired a saf'rter and a dinner v:s 6iven by Don Jose
Aflrj-rre who contribured larsely to th? buildi-rg and eruipmenL oi the chr-r.rch. "
Tso bells from the o1d San Dj-ego lission iiere brou5ht and vete hung on a beam
at the southlvest end of the chapel. A1so, i-n 1860, lon Jose was buried in tl.le 

^.hrhtrl 1,'1^n rr; c da:th. r11--^':1" Lr - -^-' j-nS are stj.ll in rheir burial DLace.Tv--o!v r B,re rr A-L-LeLiurJ,

rln ls'r'i rre t s ."r.ave is inscri'red:

Here 1ie the }iortal Lenains of lon Jo se -l-ntonio i-5rrirre r ?ol:n in the
year 1799 i-r, San Sebastianr a Province of Viscayar Spain. Cali-forniat
Jrly JI, l8t!0. R. I. P. l'*onunent of i'iiection and Love virich his
Children ledicate to hin. llSuelr Dolores, Jose .Arttonj.or ie'rtin. He

was the lenefactor of the Foor q4d deserved 'liell of God and llan.
lolores A.;uirre Pico, d.;u;h ter. ru

There is sone confusion about rvho serveC as parish priestr fB61-66. ilowever,
the "great drys" of t?-e Adobe CbapeI began i:r 1866 vhen "the e:rer;etic Rev. .,
antonio t:orninic] ubach began his loni- adninistration as pastor of 01d -'own.rr rr
A carefully conpiled biography of U-bach by Sister Catherine Louise La Coster the
Archivist of ire san !i e3'o Ronan catholic diocese, adds much beyond the smythe
account. She lotes that ulach uas born in spain in \8J). Iie came to the united
States with "l.lost i.ev. ?haddeus Anatr first bishop of the ,:onterey-Los tr-ngelos
Jiocese." At Cape Girarde::r, .j-ssouri, hc entered St. Vincer-t's ieninar/r 1859.
Xe cane to California, 1850, was ord.ained by 3ishop "A.lenany on April Tthr ilr St.
l:'ancis ChlEch. He was assi-gned as pri-est at San Juen Bautista i,iissionr April
15, 1850. The next year he got the laughters of Charity to open an orphanage
at the nission. They soon had a school opelating, with l2O d.ay students and. J!
orphans. He served \?atsonville and then went to.sacraroento, April Ilr 185!. In
1855 he nas at the P1a7a Church in los Angeles. Ee was assigaed to the very poor
San Diego larish in October, 1855. It also extended from San Juan Caplstrano to
sone 2!O niles into Baja california. last and west, j.t ran frora the Pacific to
the Colorado River. There were about Jr00O Indians in the parish.

About a week after arrj.ving in San Di.eo-o he nade his first trip to see and
perform religi-ous setvi-Ces fOr 'rback couatry" Indiansl at San Paso,ual. Several
lir0es a year thereafter he raCe the then 1on5, slow jour:re;r io be a:on; and to
nork rvith them. Ttrey never forgot his ninistry, and he was riSirtfully called
"the last of the padres.'r lio Indlan Agent cane to see the lndians in ubachrs
first seven yeers. Ee wrote to thaddeus Anqt in 1B7l that the liatlonal Goveral-
nent could save thousands of d.o1lars if it appointed i'good, honorable nen." As
an experinent, Pres. Grant gave Indian Affairs to churches, though southern Celi-
fornla Indians were entrusted to l,lethodists, not Catholics. In a crisisr these
Iiethodists ca11ed. on Ebach for help. l'hen the iiethodist agent was in Gilroy,
whites took over Ind.iaa lapss at Teroecula and san Pasqual. Ubach ra.ged, but he

cou1d. not stop the thefts.'-

irieanwhi Ie, in OId Town Ubach d.ecid.ed that the town needed a largerr newet
church. At Twig6s and San Diego, on July l5r 1869--one hr:ndred yesrs to the day
that Father Serra said the first )bss in O1d tovn--Ubach broke Sround for his



brj.ck church. At that time it alp..ared proroising. Horvever, 1868 wae the year
when lather Ilorton cane to start again the "]ierz San niego" which liilllarn Heath
Drvis had tried, 18!O-ll. Faiher Uba.ch helped Horton nake I.Lis fanous purchase
after Ilorton had put a roll of;5.00 in coins into the Adobe Chapel offering in
order to attract Ubach's attention. It worked. [bach spoke irith hin after thesernlces, learned that rorton needed a city election silce the tr.usteesr terns
i:ad exlrred a-ni ilorton vanted to buy city l;-nrls. ubac]] s:.ir te i.t that the votin;'ras done anc thai the nen llorlon wanted di.c1 r'in. That w:s the :tart of ,,Hortonrs
rldiiition' a,ni l.en San lie,q6.r)

?his pronoiion of liew San liego soon undernlned OlC Torm nopuiation. ?he
brick church -ot very lirtle cone on it--and stood alnost fifiT ;rears before
the partly built wal1s were taken clovn. 0n the day oi his cornerstone ]aying
Bishop Amat lreached in ihglish and spaaish. Rev. j,:a.uri ce or Srien of st. yin-
centrs college, Los r\::ge1es, celebrated the i,lass. After vespers the cornerstone
was placed. f,ren when nuch of Ol-d Town was destroyed by a fire on April 20,
1612r ,Faiher Ubach began a church "on:. raesa west of torvn" at jrd and leech Streets.l\o lo!s :rere 5j.ver to hir by --lorron. A frane buildin.- rras e:ected and vorshio
began there. ..f ter cor.Df etion and dedlc:-tion, j-t wr's n-.:ed jt. Josephrs church,
Jen. i]-, IBIJ. Ubach rnoved fron O1d Torn to a-n adobe house next io the ner churchin 1885, after livin5 in various 01d Toleyr locations for I! years.14

3efore leaving this era there are two major "topi-cs,' associated siih it.that
need attentionr 1=the 'treatherboarding" of the Adobe Chapel; 2=the 'rRanona'r story.

l\ccounts vary and are vague about rvhen the ariobe rcas covered by "veatherboards.'rThe earliest says this was done soon after tr'ather Ubach arrived. 1S56. Others say
"a few ye:.r: }ater", datinf fron sone unnaned year. The earliest accurate evi-
d.ence cones fron sone photographs in the Photo Archj-ves of the San Diego Historical
Associationrs collection in 3alboa Park. Cne dated ,,1815" shows ihe covering as of
that d.ate. It is the earliest known. As late as ilarch 28, 1911, the weatherboarCs
rvere still in p1ace, thou;h si6ns of their deterioration were e-/:o.ent. (See the
:.,-r?rr}" 2A- IQ3l nh^i^r-rhh ahd .^r1>htc Ir*olin fhio l'nnlzlot- \ r- -'.----,, i+ i-Lr/L, Yuw r'lr iruuurt,l'Jt r! 15
o:rly clear that the lrork vas done between 1856 and 7875.')

Tho Fo-n-a ql-.n-w is even more Controversial_. ]3S. Eelen L-un t (Jackson) h*J-"-:==
al -e"d'r w-i ticn her el^-^r ^j' a: ehoro? (lBBI ) heforc she came to San
Dj"ego County, 1882-81 . !he classlc deplored, d.ramatically, treatment of lr:dians
bv the TJ-itcd SiptFq e'i nao indo-anrrpn^a. The main fOcus was on t\F p] ninq t:.i\cc.
especially the Parnees. Alleged1y,.it resulted in the lares Act of J.88'/, rhich
tried (in error, it is non believed) to 'rcure the Indian Problen" by remaking the
Indians into "white A-nericans." At 1east, it dj.d shors that killing thero off was
not the ultimate answer.

lor sone tine she resided at llancho Guajoroe, hone of Cave Johnson Couts (now
a county park. ) There she stirred up hls Indian ranch hand.s and was then lock-ed
r.nto a roon to lyrite so she could not turn the ranch 'iulside down.'r Her vi.sits
with lather Ifbech cane about this tine, 1882-BJ. The pliest h:d already shown
his great and lasting concern for Indian welfare. I'rs. Jackson fouad a syrnpathetic
_oartner for her crusade. lhe novel, @, published in 1684, was based on her
experiences, and. some of faiher [bachts. The touching story of the roarriage of
Alessandro and iamona is the ronantj.c heart of the work. The I'Father Caspara" who
narrj.ed. then is based on rvhat she lcrer of Father Ubach. Like nany good. novel-s, it
had a factual basis. Fbther Ubach did perforn nany narriage cerenonies for Indian
coupl e s.

Eere the controversy begins. T/ere these two Indian lovers real ind.ivicluals
or were they a conposite of those narried by Ubach? The stateroents of the priest,
to the San Diego $!g, June 2!, 1905, convinced many that he had actuaLly done
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exactly nhat the novel described. He said.r

Although it took place forty years ago, I renenber it very weLf--
hole the couple caroe to ne and asked ne to narry thera and hon I
was j.mpressed with then. Bui it was not in the long adobe build-
ing vhich everybody points out as the place--that is the Estudillo
place--but it took place in the litt1e church which stand.s not far
ayray, near the o]d cemetery qhere the o1d mission bells :tre. ilhy,
f would not rnarry them outside of the church; Cathollcs know that.
l.lrs. Jackson herself says that the weddi-ng took place in the chapel,
and f canrt imag-ine why the other building i.s the one that is usually
pointed out.
no I know rho Alessandro and Ranona were? Yes, but those were not
their real nanes. f know vrhat their right nanes were, but I do not
care to tel1. lirrs. Jackson suppressed then because she d.id not care
to subject the families to the notoriety that they would be sure to
get from the publi.cation of the book. They were native fanilies sho
lived in the country, and I was well acquainted with them. I have
never nentigned their n3nes to anyone and of course I dontt rcan! !o
do it now. ro

Rather than settle the conttoveesy, the statenent only added to it. After
all, Father Ubach was ''an old nan't (of seventy.years at the tj"ne of ihe Union
interview. ) fhe marriage of ,'forty years ago" had to have been at te u.s t:iffity-
nine years since he c:ne to San )iego in October, 1855. His meetin5s ylith :,Js.
Jackson ca:e sixteen or Dore years after tirat arrival. The work wrq a onl n?rrr'l
lonanticized novel. Atro, it interfered. *iii ll"-r""i"ti"" ;;i"i"# ;r;;;;;;:;
the Estudillo gouse, at the end of the streetca^r line i.n Old Tovn. So a century
and roore 1ater, the speculations conti.nuer real individuals or prototypes?

ldo be Chapel, l!l!-r910:
After start of St. Josephrs in Ner San Die5o, Iather Ubach diviCed his tj.rae

g.nd efforts between the Adobe ChapeJ- and St. Josepirrs. He was aided by Rev.
Polydore Stockroan. As si.delines to their efforts, there eroergeri both the present
St. fhones Indian School, at tr'ort Yurna on the Colorado Pjver (1886-1!00 :-ri d later
under different auspices) and St. .A.nthonyts Indian School j.n Old ?onn, begun i.n1887. tr'ather lfbach lived at st. anthonyrs part of the tine. The sisters of st.
Joseph of Carond.elet stafled St, Anthonyts (and. the St. Thonas Indi-an School atIort Yusa until it closed in 1900 from lack of rooney. )

According to Sister Catherj.ne iouise La Coste, fr:o is of St. Joseph of Caron-delet), the r:rlconpleted "red brlck" churcl: for rvhi-ch'the cornerstone and "five foot"
FaLLs were placed in 186!-fl, was adjacent to the adobe chepel. on the slte of hls
inconplete church Laier there was built a convent for Sisters of the Cornrmrni ty of
the :ioly Spirit. (Arlarent-i, this was on the three-luarters of "Lot 1, 31ock 26--
or 4!0 since 1810", later occupi.ed by the Coluroban lathers and currentlv b.r the
OId Town Conrnurrl ty Church. )

St. Anthonyrs need.ed. expansion and in 1888, the year after it opened, Ubach
bomowed. 3J400 and bui"lt a 'rtwo-story fraoe build.ing adjoining the half-finj.ghed
red brick churcb.rr City officials asked. Ifb ach to nove the school farther froro
town. On Sept. 1, 1891 , he rnoved the frane buj-1ding to the 200 acles of olil Saa
llego llisslon "where he had. bu1lt a large brlck buj.lding the year before f1890.'!fhe school expanded into a variety of industrial pursuits for 100 students. Bith
debts vety large due to bullding erpenses, the city cut its subsidy (f999) aown
to only enougb foz 25 students. Seen this was cut out in 1901. After Ubachrg
death in I9O?, the Sisters had to trove the school to Ba:nning (1908). Nearly
fifty years 1ater, when the Banning school (St. Bonifacers) ras closed (1916),
the girls were noved to Nazareth Eouse, opened at the San liego l5ssion by the
Poo! Sisters of Iazareth Ln 1921 ,



Another of ?nther Ubach rs nr:;re:ous rrojects, i;hile still Cividin; his tine
a.nd efforts betveen St. josephts anC the .{dobe Chapel,\eas the purchase of five
acres in i1j-ssion Il1l1s for a new Clgvary Cenetery. It nas here that he, ten
other priests, and nearly 2r000 other Dersons were buried. Latert the poorly
naintained ceneiery was closei, the heacistones scattered behj-nd Llt. ilope Ceroetery
south oi lar?et Street, anu the old cer.etery was len,i.sc:red as a city D,rrk. 1t
is beli-eved that Father U-bachrs ETave--once narke.l by a prominer--t stone cross--
fies under tLe prvin.- for the snaf l- r::i:in.' lo't b-r tlrp lrrk.

In 1678, -:a:l:er L'bach rcent to .aurope ro vi:ii.,is frni17, :nd lather Juan
hrjol fllled 1r for hin r:ntil hil retur:r in Julyr 1880. Until 1896 his parish
still covered a tremendous e"rea. ;{e let I1 Cajon Catholicsr that yearr so}icit
funds for th-ir olrn chapel. Coror".ado vas a nj-ssion of it. .-osephrs t-intil 1907.
.,.onth1y or seni-montirly, F"ther Ubach also heLd services at liational City, !1
Cajon, South S:.n Di.ego, Esconciidor San Pas-iual, L{esa Grander Santa 'fsabel, Capl-
tan Granrie, Desca:so, Iind -:j1 CajonJ 0f course, as Ior: - . s there ;rere wo:shipners,
the tdobe Ch:-:el ;ot renrlar visitst i.e also :ir.i:tered to the dead :rnri dying of
the U. S. Senningion when its boilers exploded on July 21, I9Art killinl 60 nen
'r r i F r1r?.,.F - ^ r. ^,.+ ']^ .It number.

','hi1e still at the Adobe Chapel fu}l -,ine (vhatever thac c3n Ile:1nr ir view
of his frequent tra"vel-s!) lather lfbach ras able to kill off the }ingering a-nimoe-
i i'r thpf I irror.pd frnn the lylason-liolbein confrontation. Ee avoi"d.ed such stubborn
a-nd unprod.uctive ouarrels lrhich would undercut his work with the leople he loved
and ?rho respected hin as both nan and priest. After serwj.ces in Old !own, for
nat:/ -reals, he would brinc out a bal l he orneC and plly in the streets with the
boys. le ras "people oriented" rrther than a hair-splittin;, dog:nati.c person.

Iiith his health welkeninc, F".tirer Ubach received last rites on l,arch 19th at
.'iercy 5ospital, ,rhere he had been partly p:ral;-sed for four days. iie dieC on
Tuesday, lie.tch 25, !)O'1 . Se:wices vere delayed until .-f ter Holy lleek. Vhen held
',{ednesday, April Jrd, his funeral wag snaned by a host oi people oi all faiths
and races. Indians fron the hj-Ils brought vj-ldflowers i-n tribute to the one rrho
L./l li-^F !*11'z rl+h6 1-^+ ^f 

th6 -.d-6- rr Elnnioa*c ho hed cirrtorl -r-^.r -1F-,.^r16s vserr ururJr P-.uf s.. lrvdlvuJ 4llvou drn4J J
wer:e successful , though only wi:h passage of nany ye3rs. 5t. Josephrs becaae rhe
Cathedral of rhe San )ie6-o niocese when it vas createri in L)16. ll-e work he began
at the old SEn Diego l,5-ssion 1ed to rebuilding and reactiv.1ting it i-n 191I. The
Adobe Chapel, liChtly used and often ne6lected after his death, had a re-cirth,
+^^ - - - - -ahin/lar ^f rLa e>-tw d.,,o ^r' t-o-i^.n ^.^..-rtion Of Sanqvvt 4r.q -cf vE,s ds vr v--v eL-4J u4J J v] ..: vvwf-u

)iego.r/

After his nove io l{ew San Diegot the Ad.obe Chfiel rzas a visiting station,
with mostly hdian parisioners, until lather Ubachrs death. Ia 1!14r F.ev. Joseph
I'ie sn7 had the old red brick walls torn dovn and began the lresent Church of the
Innacul.ate Conceptj-on at lori5;s and S2n Jie6o Avenue. Ee had been livin-- in La
Jolla since IcO5 anri felt that OIC San lie6o need.ed a ne; church since polulation
in the area l:.ad been rising after the boon and bust of the 1l9Ors. I'.iss lJargaret
:,:c0regor sold 8! lots in Ocean Beach anC turred rouch of l):e noney over to i,iesny.
By 1917 he had the new church completed, but there were no fumishi.ngs. He had
been conducting services in the Adobe Chapel fron 1914 to 1917.

Ir 1917, iiiss Bllen Scripps gave liesny S1r000 to complete the furnishings.
The nes 01d Town church was opened on July 22, l9l-7 r and the last baptisn in the
Ad.obe Chapel ras held about that tine. Sishop John J. Cantwell o{^the Los Ange}es
and San Diego )iocese prosided at the dedication on July 5, l!19. ro

From 1917 until 1922 the Adobe Chapel was used as a kindergarlen. rfhen that
closed the building ras boarded. up and not us€d urrti.l the l9l0rs.r>



Defor.p I e?Jir'n ihi q ncrinrJ- it i in rnin+ nrrJ' rrnnhA' .nnr?drtv! v eqr;r

discrep=ncy betveen sources. So:ne seext to s:y tl:at the "o1d bric< church, noi
conDleted, ).859-71'r lvas on the colnel of ConETe;s and Cond.e Streets, nov occu-
pied by the 01d To.rn Con,runi t;.' Cl.urch. Others note tl.rr after teAring Covn the
\Yeathered walls tf-e Imaculate Conception Church lras built on the sturdy founda-
tions of the "red brick[ start ot 1869-71. At lee,st tiro and one-ha]f city blocks
seDar.]te r: ese two si:es. The ac:ourts c rnot both be rightJ

the Chare ] since 1910:

About llJO several San li-egans becane i.nteresied in the revivr,"1 of 01d
Town. At thei t j-me it was still without paved streets or sj-deva1ks. The neatt
r.i ohl r,r---plari ci--aa ic lriri ^rri h'/ C^lri s rnrl lrr"or cr|nre"^r.c p'.i ef ad ^-lv4e vJ vvqv!

Di:t 1ath.- led lhrouEh vreeCs and brush. 01o buildings, shacks, -.nd a iefl never
structures seer to have been placed r'"ith l-ittle regard for' lot lj.nes. ?he old. La
Jo1la a::C Ser lie o 3eaches st.rectcar f i:,e cut ii.routh o1C "3loc.:2r" (L)0) end
"Block -8" (1 ) r:rctr ai :h€ realidrled ian Jj.e.:o Avcnue tloes :.otr. Thus, the new"
0ld lor,:1 is on1;r riirly like tlat oI about )) .,re1r-' a--o.

lhged bJ' the State C:a:rber of Connerce, the l,egislatu:ee tassed Ch"r+"er 1B+,
Statutes of 1911. Tl:is ur=-ed coun:ies to Crav ur lists of historiclllT inportant
sites :.nJ subnit then (often tl:rough 1oc.1 ch'-rlers of co::erce) to the !:reccor
of the )epartnert of .:atur.Ll Resorucas for registerj-n; rnC nu---berin5. ::ui:.Lers he
assrg'ned :rere based on the order in rhich he received tle al,rlice.tions. Little
renl doc'.r,rentation w.-"s requi:'ed, 3nd 1n n"ny instances there wa.s no "!ro!erty
ovnef'rs lernissi-on" for the nurberin;' and re5is-eri:r;.

lh.is sti::u1- tec inte:'e:reC San )ie.-ans jo for: a liisto:'iczl '.:rkers -or:i:tee,
headed by Leroy -{. ','ri;nt, :jresid.ent of ::re S.n -lie;! }iistor: cal iocie r;-. (:iis
zi f - -vp. p -r2-dn.i 6l.F ^. Tad -rj -h t: ^ f i -st tO rake tl--e overl'.::d rr-Z irO: lhe
:asr ("ihe Ji-tes") to C:.1ifo:nia in 1C2?. ) ihis cor:it:ee, ri-de: -reai).y by
John and ,iinlfred lavidson, cornpiled sorne 25-rO sites and sent then int L912. ln
'I oec :h r. 1rne + r1 l woro rcci - rar,"d ;ro nrrnle-ari - thnrrrL .---- -,..- iO:." l-]1. CC):3-
cies rre:e noted. i..rny ir:.d a r.o'rationr ''l,ot enougi, docunenra:ion." :,ince t:-e:e
wa-a fa!v :r' +p f,r.d.- i"lnos'u a1l. of the siie" '.onr"irad i- t}ra fi les of tie S-,eie"* t?1 -"- ---'
Office of Historlc Preservation for alnost fifty ye?.rs. -"

The loeal liarkers Coru-dttee did becone invclved' L,411-34t in placin; a serj.es
of concrete block lronluoentsr yith cast concrete plaquesr slont ths ttLa Tlayz Trailr"
frol the S..n )iego :j-ssion to the ori;i-nal -iort jor San )ie.'o, CId La ?la;-a. Alsot
aided by the Caliiornja Sti.te Historical SocieiT, the llative Daughters and Nati.ve
Sons of:he ColCen '.iest, and^gthers, it beca:e concerned over the badly deieriorated.
and boardeC ur Adobe Chapel. "

larly in 1912 a loeal comnittee vzas forned to promote the restoration of
severaf Cli. To;vn hlstorical 1,-,:rdnerk:. lhe; focuseC first on the C?npo ;aniot
'I 'ri nr hahind t1.o ldnho r'hn-el - n.lw ,.17'oqq S'- li o:n .Iwaq')o f?or tr-')LACR Z> / +YV.
One of the n n;r who trig':ered the activit;' r'rs Cave J. Coutsr descendenr of the
soldier-surve;ror-ranchero of 1849 p-nd 1ater. Ite stirulus occurred in Aprilt
I9',2. ltre cenetery had becone a public memorial park on )ec. 81 1!2Br so was
qualified for public fr:ads, though volunteer contributions were soliclted."

In 1911 the sall arou.nd the Canpo Santo was built with labor paid by the
State fuergency llelief Association, wi.th naterials supplied by the "lestgqation
Corulittee.rr Since it vras publi.c property there vere fer 1egal probleins.-/

Nor the Adobe Chapel the problen was basici it was orened by the ilo r04n Catholic
Diocese of Los ,qngeles and San Diego, a "religious corporat!'on." Public funCs are
r:ot to be given to such a sectarian organization, as a vel1 established princj-p1e
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of U. S. law and tradition. There are a}ways organizations and individuals to
Y.ni se ar nrriaw i f +ho rrinnir'l o i c in rorlv4rL yr,rv-rre or apparent jeopardy. i{e}I avare of
thisr the Restoration Conrnittee, in 1914, tried to raise prj-vate fund.s for the
proposed work on the Adobe Chapel. This becaJde more urgent when sater from the
laundry at a nearby auto court und.ernined. the east wall of the chapel in 1914. In
early l{ovenber, 1914, rains caused about oi:.e thi.rd. of that wall to collapse. At
that tine lb.ther Janes nas pastor of the Church of the Innaculate Conception. (ftt
I9)2 he had given permission for the registerird and nunberinc of ihe .Idobe Chapel
as site '.4!. ) A separate enersency furd was set up io" the chapel repairs. The
work was esti:3ied to cost 5Jr0OO (in hard, 19)) dollars!) tsy thar time the two
bells vhich had once been on the yoke at the west end of the ch:pel vere alrcady
novedr one to the nearby Iagftculate Conception Chureh and the other to the recently
re stored ifli-ssion San fieao.-

The fund drive wa-s unsuccessful. After aII, I9J) was not a proslerous year.
I.:rs. iinifred )avidson, on January 22, 1934, had alreac'.y written to l,ionseigneur
John llegarty of St. Josephrs to see if Bishop Cantwell could g'ive the chapet to
the citl' so ,the C?A,' Civilian \{orks Ad.mini s trati on, successo! to SfIlA and !re-decessor of the \??i, ni6ht restore it. Already Father J:mes had shoryn the interj-or
of the chapel to Lrs. David.son and 1b. Ed.gar F. Eastings, r,'ho had estinated that
ii170O would care for restotation. Horever, that was before the yrall collapsed.! As
city p?operty, the buildin6 could qualify for federal funds.25

The property ras deeded to the city for the rebuildin[. Plans were drawn up
and subnitted to the city. 3y April 91 7916, the ci.ty had agre ed. to restore the
chapel. By sun:ler, I9J7, t]he ?PA (euccessor to C',7A, etc.) had begun work. It r.65
not simply a repair of the buildi-ng. The entire structure was razed, sith all
parts Forth salvaging being preserved.. A new fou::dation was prepared. Drainage
was provided. 0i1 or asphalt was nixed with the oId adobe for bond.ing and weather-
proofinS. ifuch of the rzood was replaced due to ternite damage. Plr-rnbin5, wiring,
etc. rvere brought up to city build.i-ng cod.e requireroents as of L9)7. In short, the
Ad.obe Chapel ot 1917 to ryesent is a lgllifqi3€ of the Adobe Chapel of l-BrS-I917.
Iurlng the rebuild.ing the entire chapel was ry3 directly south from the riglLt of
ray of Conde Street and fron the part which intrrded (overlapped) onto Lot 2 by
sone fifteen feet. The noving put it about fifty feet fron its forner location,
neasurin6 frorn the old altar location to the present one. It occupies about one
quarter of Lot 11 31ock 49O (25 ), with exterior plot dinensiq4s about l! feet by
l) teet. It is wi.thin an "e11'r forned by the rest of lot 1.. zo

lfhi1e the city yas not too disturbed. by the transfer of oTmership j.t rae
then and stl1l ls in I98B concerued over naintena^nce costs. After at1, it is
not a stand.ard, 20th century structure. Budget restraints of tbe 19rots nay
have loogened since then, but annual ly the municj.pal budget i-s a subject for
intense d.ebate and conpron-ise. Therefore, when the Colu-nban iathers Foreigrr
l.lj.ssions Society, usin6 the rest of Lot I for a retreat, asked the ci.ty to 1etj.t use the chapel in retur.n for custodial care, this was accepted. Fron I9l8
until they closed their retreat and work in l!/0, they had. charge oi the Adobe
Chapel of the l:::aculate Conceptior.

Tbe lonaculate Conception Parlsh has often wisired it had the chapel back--
but rryou canrt nake a S'ift of public property to a sectarian religious group."
After the Colunban Fathers withd.rerr the San niego County llistorical Days Assrn,
for which the late J. iT. "8i11" Parker ras long president, took over the work.
He nad.e it alnost the roost consuning effort of his J.ast years. Since then the
preservation and display work has been taken on^by others of the association.
This ls the present status of the Adobe Chapel. zl
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]IOTES AND

Zephry:in Ergelhardt, San Di e,'ro
with an 8 page supplernent,

D -r n ! f l,lr .L{.tsl1 I

Llission (San ibancisco: .'anes H. Barry, 1920)t
"Imnaculate Conception Parishq 01d Totcn San

Diego, 'r p. 127 ,
Wlllian n.-Styti't", dlstory of San DicFo, 15rr2-!p. (St" niego: History Conpany,- - -:---1908), p. t 517 I ; notes froro Sister Cetherine Louise La Coster S. D. Dio-'_.- i .J /,.' r \rl .cesan Archivist, labeled "Casa de ALvarez (;j-Suel)'; I pace.
,'Iotes of 'r.r. D.t' [{jnifred )avidsofl referring to San Die -o Cor:nty ilecorder,

Book o, page 4!B; S. D. City Clerkrs Office, ;ook A, p. 12 (couriesy of
lan llcPherson, Fres. r S. D. County Ei.stori.cal l";.'s Assrn)1 varj.ous copies
of the Couts sur"vey naps of Otd Town, 184!, as found in S. D. City, hegin-
eering and lbppi::g Divisj"on, t'1,'jsc. J8. " fne:e are several maps iiled as
rrl,{i sq . l$ . 'l

See any of the Couts :aos, 01d Town, I8L!.
This statenent, a11e5'ed1y origi.nating ln an interview of Lucy B. i?entworth by

\?inifred Davidso:., bas been .luoted in severa] nerspaper articles on the
Adobe Chapel. A conrnon note refers to 'rsnyt.he, p. ,39." 0n thai page is
r ni atrrra af F- +\ar lfheahte frrrorrl 'lan? T ^.Fh^+ fini ir rrrmhara irrqrvrert r//v j. v srfJ,'rrers frr

Snythe. As far as Joaquin l,:urieta is conceyned, it is doubtful that he
ever got this far south, even if there ras any one 'rJoacluin I'iurieta.'r foo,
there seeoe to have been no visual proof of who the ro,en outside actually

4
5
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t2

ttere. It _seens to be another trgood story.",. r-- - --l6 Snythe, ?. V17J; Cou::ty Board of Supervisols, 3]ocks and Lots in 01d San )ieco
and to lThon They Belong as pgJ Tax Retums for 1854 (Deposiied for safe-
keepins in the Crlifoz:ria i.oorn; San Die5o .Public Library), p. J, Jolur tsrovr
ow:red lot 1, 31ock 26i CLty o'.irre d. Lot 1, Elock Bg (the llolbein J-ot. ), p. 10.

I hgelhardt t p. 127; fliers given to visitors at the Ad.obe Chapel "lon Jose An-
tonio Aguirre'r and "The Cld Adobe Chaoel. " See especially, l:ary ir-aggIand,
"Jose lntonio Aguirre, Spanish Lierchant a:td Ranchero," iourrraL of San
Diego Eistory, rinter, 1981), pp, 54-68.

I Notes fron "Joba Daviison" yia Dan i{cPherson, Pres., S. l. County iiistorical
Iays Asstnl Record BooFat St. Josephri Rectory, via l.rn ;,:c?herson.

9 Jo hn Davidson notes (as above); C€orge Tays, "The Adobe Chalel of the Innac-
ulate Conceptionr " (Y/PA District l8 report for the State livision of Parks,
Berkeley, 1!ll). ?ages unnunbered, pp. (4-51 . l"^.ges 11-42 give detailed.
description of ihe chapel "as reconstructed.tr fhese seEn to be after the
1917 IIPA reconst:r:ction since the adobe had been veather-board covered. when
reconstruction bega, end of 1915; into 1917.

10 This rording is conveaiently reprod'':ced in the flier, above note '/, ,Don Joge

_L+

.Antonio Aguirre. "
Snythe, pp. 175-177,
Hand.written nanuscri::t by Sister Catherine l,ouise Le Coste, San nieg! liocesan

Archivist, Antonio noninic Ubach, riLest of the Padres, " pa.ges 1-J.
Snythe r p. 540; Engelhardt, "Imnsculate ConceDtion Parishr,, p. 8; Sister La

Coste roan .gcript, above, c. 4. Smythe, p?. f13q-)51 , .rnder ,'Hortonrs Osn
storyr " gives nu-nerous details about startj-n] e;rt bui.rding ]{eyr san !iego.le Coste nanuscript, pp. [4-5], Joe Stone article, S. n. Union, Nov. 25, I97r, B_4

3ee especially photograph! fr;xo. "the ?€hrnan Collection, +ft98-\i' ltne 
-dirafef j

and "r898-2" (tne betl ena). Various photographs thereafter sl"orr the wood.
'rwe ath e rbo arding" in gradually d.eterioratj.ng condition, through l,'e'rch 28,
1!11, shortly before the rebuildins ot 19)6-17. These are part of the
rlch Photo Division of the San Diego Eistorical Societyrs Research and
Pho tograph Archives in B2Lboa Park.

15 tuythe, p. 176.
U Ia Coste oanuscrlpt, pp. ,-11, .rylgf Snythe, pp. 175-777 t personal observations.
18 brgelhardt, 'tfnnaculate Conception Parish", p. B.
19 Elier entitled "fhe 01d Adobe Chapel."
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NOTES A-llD rIBLIOcRl.pHy (cont. ), p. 2

20 San Diego iSstorical Society, Photo Collection as in ii:15, above l naps fronCity of Seyr Diego, ftrgineering and IrQppillg livision, on O1d San Diego;
San Diego Union, July 9, L91), II, p. l, coL. ji nateri:,l; frorn StateEistorj-cal Resources Connission, subinitted to Squibob Chapter, 1!BO,for evaluation and plaquing agreeeent.

San Diego Unign, {l'-y 9t 1913, lI, p. L, col. )i Jan. I!, IgJ4, II, p. 1, cot.1; Je,n.. 7, L914, Il, p, 1t co1. ]; Jan. 28, \9j4, II, p. B, col. !; .reb.
17, L914, p. !, col. Ii ..'ar. l-O, 1934, n. /, col-. l; SLpt.-2j, I9i4, p. 9,col. 2i Oct. I, 1914t p. 5, col. 1.

Southgrn-Qrgss (San Diego ), No.n. 2j, I91Z; ir;'r. 24, l.9tj. (Clippings supplied.by slster catherine Louise La coste and rob young, vice-iyes. oi's. D.Elstoricaf lays Assrn. )
San lie6o Slnr-Iov. 29, 1914 (Ctipping supplied by Dan l,ic?herson, pres., S. D.Sstorical JaTs ,*ss tn. )
rbi. d.
s. rr. 

,5555555555555555 - . (?, or S. l. Sun, no 1a_be1 i Aug. Ij1 I9)5. (t.to page, etc. ) As ini:23, abore: frora nan Licpherson.
25 S. l. TrilEIr9 r Aug. 1!, 7)Jf, no page, iron files of S. ). Hisrorlcat Society,

supplieC by Dan ;tcpl:ersonl detailed p:.ans (l sheetsl i.n Cit;. lnsineerins
and l,rapping nivision; letter of l,iay J, 1976, to t..rs. fuiffV lJrker trlnByrl .0. ?herps, citr- &rgineer aho superwisec rhe ir?A ;buildint Droject(copl' fron Dan IicPherson). There are other articles, ,vhich I h:ve not seen,tr- !1" S..D. Union, June /, I))6, and. the @!3g ?ribu:re, J,,::re 6, L)J6,caLLlns :.itention to thc rebuildin-- project. Joth were l?ritten by ,;inifredDavre:on. There is also another in the San li-ego Sun, lvne t4, t915,which r have not exanined. Joe stone ha-d another aFTiclu on the Ad.obe
Chapel in the S. D. gjigll, tiay )I, 1970, vith a few ninor j.naccura.cies.

2'l lier on "The Olc idobe chapETr'; connents iron secret:r7 of InrnacuL::te Conce.D-tion church; others froro lan jricpherson.

Ad.d.enda:

A. A nap in City rlr:gineering and. i,Lappi.ng, l,Esc. J8, by F. H. i.,rhaley, !,iay ZB, IB.l.l ,shows a cross shaped figure in 'tLot z, of nlock z6/49a, representing the
Adobe chapel. since it overlapped 1ot lines until lgli this is not n'chof a surprise. at least eight naps fron.the fiLes were Drinted fron thenicrofilned pri::ts and used. for study.

B. fhe Tays (See note 9) naterials aLoost seen to end in r!22. iiowever, he d.oesrefer to rebuilding in a way whi.ch nakes it liker;r that he r&s a'are oft}]e L917 tTpA proj ec t.
C. A letter fron Tinothy iianning, Secty of the Los

Patrick OrConnor of St. Colunbalrs Foreign
bans, liebraska, dated Act. Zl, 194r, tries
Chapel. It is fuIl of enors l

D. The Fourtr.i Report of the State Deprt of Natural Resources, Sept. 1!, 1!l2pgives a sumnary of the r91L-12 acti-ons vhich led. to nunb-ring and. register-ing of sites. It has at the end, attached., a nap which must have been
added late" f or.i.t shotss the 'tSt. Colunbans Foreign l;issions Societyti onIot 1, Block 26/490, around the Adobe Chapel, and lllS is allegedly theyear the society assuned. custodial care of the chapel. The nap also hasthe chapel occupying about half of the Conde St. light of way, whi ch iscorrect tor 1912,

2\

Angeles Diocesan Office, to Rev.
iii s sionary Soci^ety, St. Colum-
to give the account of the Adobe

'I 1
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THE FAMOUS BELLS AT THE OLD TOWN CHURCIT

  VIEW OF OLD TOWN IN I9O6_HUT OF BAFAEL'. MAMUDES AND OLD JAIL,IN FORECROUND



FATHER ANTONIO D. UEACII
?he tMous D.ier o( San Di.so frcn If66 u^Ul hi! d..$ in !{.rch. rS?. (Fo. biosrrphi.rj!l.r.h sF D.s! t-.5
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ST. JOSEPII'S C}TURCH

On th€ d.y ol Fsth€r Ubach ! funeEl, Ap.il 3. lsr?

E
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A-IOBE CEAPEL 0! THI II!,IACULATX COIICIPTION, l,lARCE 28, t9r1
(Firon San Diego Historical Society--Ticor Collection)

No. 87: L6O68-267
11

This photograph illustrates a host of facts and features about the .idobe Chapel
six years before it was reconstructed by the ';I. P. A. Project in L9)7,

fhe board. sidlng sas first applied as early as 1815 to hide (or to "protect")
the deteriorating adobe. Ia the reconstruction tbi.s, of course, nas oni.tted.

Tl: e two bells which had been suspended froro the yoke on the right ha::d side of
the chapel were long gone by 1t11.

Tl:e tree in front of the left si.de of the chapel was soecifj.cally nentioned
in rebuildi-ng plansy to be preserved but noved to a new location.

Conde Street ras clearly r:apaved at the end of l{archr 1!J1. fote that it
srerved to the left to get past the chapel. As shorrn in rebuildi-ng planst
the chapel was reconstn:cted directly south of its original lccation. (01d
Town srreets 6enerally r"rn L5o from :rr:e north-south, easi-west direction.)
Tl:is renoval nade it possible 1o str:i8hten Conde Street q]:en it was paved.
fhe chapel was placed coofortably back fron the new curb line. (Ead it not
been noved that curb line rould have bisected thp ahrnol alnraci eysnly,
l engthwi se. )

i\rther, the chapel ras not originatly sj.ted. on a single bui1dlng lot. In
the Couts sur"ey of 1849 it rould be mostly in Iot 1, block 25, but partly
ln lot 2. The southern-wegtetzr strip of lot 2 ras long labeled "Bishop" lnthe lf foot rld.th of the strip. This was stj.l1 calrj.ed on sone survey naps
as late es 1!10, rell after the chapel had been raoved in reconstructl.on to
its present site--the northern quarter of lot 1. I! 1870 a re srreey of 01d
Torn by Su:rreyor Jarneg Pascoe changed. the Couts block nuobersr and rrblock

25" becane "b10ck 490.n Tlhe renai.ninS three-fourths of 10t l are occupieil
by the O1d Torn Cotrnunity Church.

t8
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PEOTOGR.{PES AND trlAP r
Identifications &

Credits

The booklet cov?r \?3s produced by n; eldest son, ;on C|-anr:e11in, 3nd his
Apple lI rrinter.

A. lilp of nortion of 01d loYn, b?.seci on Couts survey oi tS49. liote the
]oc:-tion: oi !locks 25 .:.c 88, e;<i;'e:..r rig.-.t. (?rl:rted for ne by
Ticor Conpany, San Die6:o. )

3. 3e1ls which once lrere at ;\dobe Chapel; later Civided betrreen Se-l liel;o
l,iission and Cburch of the lrnroaculate Conceltion. (Sn;.the, p. 2rT)

C. 01d Town view, 1906. liote Adobe Chapel, bel-f s, and surrourrCirE need.s.
( Smyihe, p. 25I )

D. lather Ubech, late in life. (Snythe, p. 51e)
I. Ubachrs fuleral, 1!01 . (Jn;'the, p. ,J9 )
ir. View of ..dobe Chapel, f rom west, Sept. I8, 1!88 (.,-irthorrs :<ero:<ei rnoto)
G. Artry door to Adobe Ch:pe1 rf!er ::onu:ent :nd plaque rrere in Dlace, ie:1.

18, Lt83 (;uthorts xeroxeo photo)
li. VerT ilxstructive phoio froa 5. ..,. li.sioric I Socieiy. Loo.: cJoseI,r a,r:t,

read. cieCj-ts, ano the expl3natorJ notes. It sertles aro-l.Lntrnt s l

I. i,lonr:ment :Tector, Scott --.obertson, at vrork on the r:onument. ?he leve1
Yras used alnost nore than his trorel. (lutirorrs xero:red oho-io)

T .nLn -^,.-+^; -i--.,. (rrrrlaz,rc vel.nvon r)-r.J. Ine moU]lle0 llacue. - --JrO,

^\a nhnia ^n rh "fitlo r:ca"
-h^+^ \\AUInO S XerOXeC lrru LU /.

Fol rrai d Snaa*rq- c 3l:]e ra,
!',rhi te i:on such pictures
vtr c F,nnii- ^rr+ lrl

i s o f the ),d;be Ch ,pe1 on Sen t. '-B , l ldB.
fl:e Sept. l8th photos were taken with a

and ale coLored. Rerr:oduction i-n blac.: a-'rd
inac -a! -irr- ^-'^al lrh- rdd,ilid ^.,+ 'ri-^v (fvq r_,Lqr! lrt uJv
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